
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 17 May 2017] 

 p187b-188a 
Amber-Jade Sanderson; Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

NAVAL SHIPBUILDING PLAN — SHIPBUILDING JOBS 

26. Ms A. SANDERSON to the Premier: 
I refer to the 5 000 shipbuilding jobs that the Prime Minister says will nearly all be in South Australia and the $90 
billion on offer of which, again according to the Prime Minister, the vast bulk will be spent in South Australia. 
How does this government plan to secure more work for Western Australian businesses and more jobs for 
Western Australian workers? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Morley for the question. At the outset, I acknowledge that we have created the position of 
Minister for Defence Issues whose role is to pursue defence contracts and defence spending in Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Is it not terrific to have a powerful advocate who has served at a senior level in the Navy 
pursuing these issues on behalf of Western Australia? The Minister for Defence Issues was the captain of 
a warship, and led Australian service people in two wars. He is the right person for that job. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: He has to meet the minister! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Next week he will be meeting with federal Minister Pyne. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition can compare their service to this country: the Minister for Defence Issues, 
who has served his country in two wars and captained a warship, versus Minister Pyne, whose principal role seems 
to be advocating for the interests of South Australia. Yesterday, the Prime Minister and defence minister—Minister 
Pyne—made some announcements in relation to shipbuilding. They announced that 95 per cent of the shipbuilding 
contracts to be issued in this country will be undertaken in South Australia. That means the submarine and frigate 
projects will be undertaken in South Australia. It means that Western Australia may—may—get $3 billion out of 
an $89 billion bill; $3 billion out of $89 billion worth of work. The Prime Minister had this to say yesterday, and 
I will quote him — 

… it is going to create another 5,000 jobs in shipbuilding directly again, almost all of which will be in 
South Australia — 

Government members: Shame! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The Prime Minister also said — 

I mean the fact is, we are making the largest single Commonwealth investment in any state … in 
South Australia, … 

Government members: Shame! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: So, South Australia and Jay Weatherill, the Labor Premier of South Australia, are the big 
winners out of what has occurred in the last few days. But it goes further than that. The government is establishing 
a training centre in South Australia, and is inviting workers from other states to go to South Australia. In 
Western Australia we have a world-competitive shipbuilding precinct. We have a trained workforce, we have 
a whole number of people in this state looking for work with skills in this area, and what does the commonwealth 
do? It issues the contracts to a state that does not have those things. It is economic madness on the part of the 
commonwealth. 

But how did it get to this point? We know there have been plans for major shipbuilding contracts to replace the 
Collins-class submarines and Anzac-class frigates for a long period of time. The commonwealth entered into 
a competitive evaluation process in early 2015. What did the former Western Australian Liberal–National 
government do about this? It did nothing! Nothing! We have investigated this, and we found that the most it did 
was send the former Minister for Commerce, Hon Michael Mischin, to Germany! That was what it did. 
In October 2016 the then government sent him to Germany. I would have thought that would have been a relief to 
the cabinet, but it did not solve or achieve anything on behalf of Western Australia. The government did not put 
any effort into diversifying the state’s economy. There were tens of billions of dollars’ worth of contracts sitting 
out there awaiting the states to bid for them. What did South Australia do? It got in there, it did the hard work and 
it won the bids. The Liberal government in Western Australia did nothing to secure those jobs for 
Western Australia, despite the fact that we have the best shipbuilding precinct in the country, the most privately 
competitive shipbuilding precinct in the country and the best trained workforce. I will tell you what we are doing, 
Mr Speaker: we are taking up this issue and we are not going to let it rest on behalf of the workers and people of 
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Western Australia. There will be further announcements on behalf of this state by a government that actually cares 
about securing defence jobs in Western Australia, unlike our predecessors. 
 


	NAVAL SHIPBUILDING PLAN — SHIPBUILDING JOBS

